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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1/29/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

On pagel 0 applicant argues that Arora does not disclose or suggests 

"a condition (channel) for an input to the input means differs between the two recording 
operations, pausing the recording when the earlier recording is ended, and when the 
condition for the input to the input means changes, starting the second reading after 
recording an identifier that can identify the earlier first recording and the succeeding 
second recording" . 



However Examiner respectfully disagrees. On page4- 5 paragraphs 0035-0037 and 
0039 Arora discloses detecting a channel change between the previous channel and 
the present channel and if there is a change generate identifier for the new channel 
(program) and record. On paragraph 0037 also talks about that the recording could 
have been scheduled by the user. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim1-20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Arora (pub 



No US 2004/0086263). 
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Regarding claiml ,14,17, Arora anticipates a video recording method comprising: 
receiving a video signal or an audio signal (seefigurel element 105); encoding received 
the video signal or the audio signal into a predetermined form(see figurel element 130); 
and operating if two consecutive recording operations are set, in the reservation 
information retaining means, comparing the recording conditions for the two recording 
operations, and if of the recording conditions, a condition (channel) for an input to the 
input means differs between the two recording operations, pausing the recording when 
the earlier recording is ended, and when the condition for the input to the input means 
changes, starting the second reading, after recording an identifier that can identify the 
earlier first recording and the succeeding second recording, in a predetermined area of 
the recording medium (see page4 paragraph 0035-0037 and page5 paragraph 0039 ; 
figure4 and 5). 

Regarding claim2, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claiml, wherein in the recording, if two consecutive recording operations are set in the 
reservation information, the recording when a first recording is ended, and starting a 
second recording with an identifier that can identify the first recording and the second 
recording (see figure4 step420 and 450). 

Regarding claim3, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claiml , wherein the identifier is an entry point indicative of a position of a start time of 
the second recording for titles consecutively recorded from a period from the start time 
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of the first recording and the end time of the second recording (see figure4 step 420 and 
450; page4 paragraph 0036). 

Regarding claim4, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claiml, wherein the identifier includes the management information signal and encoded 
signal for identifying the first recording and the second recording, and recorded on a 
predetermined area in the recording medium (see page4 paragraph 0036). 

Regarding claim5, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claim 1, wherein when recording the received and encoded signal in the recording 
medium together with the identifier, retaining the signal and information using 
reservation information for retaining a start and end of recording in the recording 
medium executed by the recording means as well as recording conditions (see page4 
paragraph 0034-0037). 

Regarding claim6, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claim5, wherein if two consecutive recording operations are set, the file management 
information to be recorded in a predetermined area of the recording medium for each 
recording (see figure3 element 327). 
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Regarding claim7, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claims, wherein the file management information includes at least one of recording start 
position information and recording end position information (page4 paragraph 0032). 

Regarding claim8, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claim5 wherein the file management information includes virtual positional information 
referring only to a required to be recorded in a predetermined area of the recording 
medium for each recording (see figure3 element 327). 

Regarding claim9, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claim5, wherein if recording has been executed for a period contained in the reservation 
information of the second recording since the start time contained in the reservation 
information for the first recording, then after the recording, a first play list referring to a 
reservation section for the first recording and a second play list referring to a reservation 
section for the second recording are created (see figure3 element 327). 

Regarding clairnIO, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claim5, wherein operating if two consecutive recording operations are set, to start the 
second recording after the first recording has been ended, while recording an identifier 
that can identify the earlier first recording and the succeeding second recording, so that 
the two recording operations maintain the same recording conditions and operations for 
the conditions (see figure4 step420 and 450). 
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Regarding claim12, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claim 5, wherein operating if the two recording operations have the same recording 
conditions, to start a second recording after a first recording has been ended, while 
recording an identifier that can identify the first recording and the second recording, in a 
predetermined recording position. 

Regarding claim13, Arora anticipates a video recording method according to 
claim 5, wherein in the recording, if two consecutive recording operations are set in the 
reservation information, comparing the recording conditions for the two recording 
operations, and if of the recording channel conditions for the signal each receive differs 
between the two recording operations each other, pausing the recording when the 
earlier recording is ended, and starting the second reading after recording an identifier 
that can identify the earlier recording and the succeeding second recording (see figure5, 
condition being channel change). 

Regarding claim15, Arora anticipates a video recording apparatus according to 
claim 14, wherein the identifier is an entry point indicative of a position of a start time of 
the second recording for titles consecutively recorded from a period from the start time 
of the first recording and the end time of the second recording (see figure4 and page4 
paragraph 0034-0037). 
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Regarding claim 16, Arora anticipates a video recording apparatus according to 
claim14, wherein the identifier includes the management information signal and 
encoded signal for identifying the first recording and the second recording, and recorded 
on a predetermined area in the recording medium (see page4 paragraph 0036). 

Regarding claim18, Arora anticipates a video recording and reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the recording control device operating if two 
consecutive recording operations are set in the reservation information retaining means, 
to record the two recording operations so as to record a period from the start of the 
earlier first recording to the end of the succeeding second recording as one recording 
operation, and to record an identifier that can identify the first recording and the second 
recording to manage the end of the first recording and the start of the second recording, 
in a predetermined area of the recording medium through the recording medium control 
means (see figure4 and page4 paragraph 0034-0037). 

Regarding claim19, Arora anticipates a video recording and reproducing 
apparatus according to claim17, wherein the recording control device operating if two 
consecutive recording operations are set in the reservation information retaining means, 
to start the second recording after the first recording has been ended, while recording 
an identifier that can identify the earlier first recording and the succeeding second 
recording, so that the two recording operations maintain the same recording conditions 
and operations for the conditions (see figure4 and page4 paragraph 0034-0037). 
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Regarding claim20, Arora anticipates a video recording and reproducing 
apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the recording control device operating when in 
the recording, if two consecutive recording operations are set in the reservation 
information, comparing the recording conditions for the two recording operations, and if 
of the recording channel conditions for the signal each receive differs between the two 
recording operations each other, pausing the recording when the earlier recording is 
ended, and starting the second reading after recording an identifier that can identify the 
earlier recording and the succeeding second recording (see figure5, condition being 
channel change). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GIRUMSEW WENDMAGEGN whose telephone number 
is (571 )270-1 1 18. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, M-F, air Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Girumsew Wendmagegn/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/Thai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



